
A deadly hit-and-run battle on the frontier world of 
Arcos spelled trouble for Earth Because Arcos was . 











Habitable planets were rare in The 
Galaxy, and the various races slopped at 
nothing in their search to find them. The 
rewards were tremendous, for light years 
around the riches of space were yours. 
There was only one galactic law—it was 
yours if you could keep it. When Earth 
force discovered Arcos in an area of space 
richer than anywhere ever discovered, 
there was trouble. Because it was — 
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WH AT S YOUR FLIGHT MOBILITY 
r STATUS, CAPTAIN STORM? 


IT’S NIL FOR THIRTY MINUTES! ALL 
r UNITS ARE INTO MINERAL 
^CONVERSION PHASE. WHAT'S ) 
77 THE PROBLEM, ESCORT? "TTMl 


ON THE ESCORT CRAFT 


I THINK WE RE GOING TO HAVE VISITORS! 
SENSORS INDICATE THREE OBJECTS FOUR 
—T . MINUTES FROM CONTACT! T-- 
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THE VORGAN FIGHTER RACED FORWARD 


TOO SLOW. VORGAN 


I LI TRY FOR THOSE CRUISERS. BUT 
gari'Ll NEED TO GET CLOSE! 


w 

















SHE'S BEING CRUSHED! THE SIDES 
► ARE CAVING IN! FORCE FIELD TO * 
MAXIMUM RESISTANCE, COMPUTER! 


FORCE FIELD SENSORS ARE NOT READING 
CORREC TLY . .. PROBABILITY OF ENfRGY 

inversion. .. 


AS THE PILOT CLOSED WITH THE CRUISERS. HIS SHIP WAS CAUGHT IN TWO BEAMS OF LIGHT 


BLACK NOVAE* I'VE SPACED 
INTO A TRAP! THE SHIP S 
NOT RESPONDING! 






A SECOND LATER THE EARTH FIGHTER WAS CRUSHED INTO OBLIVION — 






Hfev? 


r-. 



ENEMY SHIP NO LONGER OPERABLE 
COMMANDER! 





THE NEW FORCE FIELD INVERIER BEAM WORKS 
WELL, KRAKO! 

" ~ YES! IT U5ES THE POWER OF A SHIP'S 
OWN FORCE FIELD TO CRUSH ITSELF! 
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WE WASTE TIME! I NEED TO CAPTURE 
ONE OF THOSE MINING SHIPS AND ITS 
CREW. DESTROY ALL THE OTHERS! YOU 
WILL BE PUNISHED IF YOU DO NOT. . 

mmmmww krako! jlt/ 


IT WILL TAKE EARTH FORCE MONTHS 
TO DEVELOP AN ANSWER TO IT! AND 
W BY THEN IT WILL BE TOC LATE! 














THE EARTH MINERS WERE STILL UNABLE TO MAKE SPACE FLIGHT WHEN THE VORGANS 
BEGAN BLAST.ING THE UNARMED AND DEFENCELESS SHIPS. - & 













WORK-DROID OPERATORS HAD SURVIVED THE CRUISER ATTACK. BUT THERE WAS NO 






THE MURDERING SKUNKS! THEY'RE 
7T KILLING JUST FOR PLEASURE! V 


CAN'T WE DO . 
ANYTHING. SIR? 
















YFAH. WE CAN! GET THIS THING 
r ON ITS FEET WERE GOING, 
frrmnr bug-squashingi wzr 


THE CRAfT WAS RAISED AND STORM TURNED IT 
TOWARDS THE ON COMING PARATANKS. 


WHY DON T THEY SHOOT. CAPTAIN? 
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THEY WANT US ALIVE — AND I 
h r 7HINK I KNOW WHY! 




THEY ALSO THINK WE RE HELPLESS! OPEN THE 
STORAGE BAYS WHEN I GIVE THE WORD! 


































THE MINER STEPPED OVER THE LEADING PARATANKS AND FROM THE STORAGE BAYS SHOT 
WHITE-HOT LIQUID METAL IT HAD JUST MINED — M M 


WE GOT THREE! 











BUT A PARATANK LANDED ON THE MINER’S BRIDGE SECTION AND A SONIC SI UNNER 

VIBRATED THROUGH THE HULL .. 



























THEY RFCOVFBED TO FIND T HEMSE LVE5 ON BOARD A VORGAN CRUISER 

w D° YOU WANT 

M • -JS Y V- T M US v w^DERER’ 


JUST A LITTLE INFORMATION , 
^TAND CO-OPERATION! T ^ 


[ AND 1 SUPPOSE YOU 

) f 


THINK YOU LICET IT! 

■ 

TAKE HIM TO THE SLAVE-MAKER! . 

>- - __ ■ —> 
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STORM WAS CLAMPED INTO A CONTOURED SEAT — 


WE INTEND CAPTURING ARCOS. 
BUT WE FIRST HAVE TO GET 
POSSESSION OF THE MOON! 




YOU'LL NEVER GET PAST THE 
MISSILES — EVEN WITH YOUR NEW 
WEAPON! 
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THIS DEVICE WILL MAKE YOU OBEY MY 
EVERY ORDER! YOU ARE GOING TO 
^7 TAKE US SAFELY TO THE MOON! 
RESISTANCE IS USELESS! 


V, 




m 


WE KNOW THAT EARTH SHIPS ) 
GET PAST THE MISSILES BY < 
SENDING OUT A SPECIAL CODE. 

, THAT CODE'S IN YOUR SHIP'S S. 
COMPUTER AND FOR SECURITY 
V REASONS IT CAN ONLY BE * 
lr-7 ACTIVATED BY YOUR 
11 V VOICEPRINT! 
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IN CLOSE FORMATION THE VORGANS NEARED THEIR TARGET 


THE VORGAN CRUISER CLAMPED THE MINING CRAFT TO IT'S HULL. AS IF IN A DREAM 
STORM HEARD HIMSELF ORDER HIS COMPUTER TO TAKE THEM SAFELY TO THE MOON 


A* 
























—(looks LIKE THEY'VE GOT THE it. 
ADVANTAGE! All FIGHTERS RETURN 
S -7- TO GARRISON! 1- 


OUR COMPUTERS KNOW WHAT 
THE VORGAN WEAPCN IS, SIR! 
























ACTIVATE OUR FORCE FIELD DOME! WE'LL 
ATTAC K WHEN WE'VE WORKED OUT THE 
\ A ( ANSWER TO THE INVERTER! 


THE COMPUTERS RECKON THAT THE 
INVERTER CAN ONLY FUNCTION IN 
W-7T HARD VACUUM! T»12- 


SO THEY CAN’T COME DOWN HERE AND 
^WORK LOOKS LIKE A STALEMATE. ^ 
>- -1 COMMANDER! T“ajj 


’ 
























o 


oo 



J I HAVE DECIDED TO SPARE YOURi 
LIVES. I WILL SOON HAVE A USE FOR 
<7T~7 YOUR MINING SHIP. 


YOU MEAN YOU'VE FOUND OUT THAT IT 
-T ONLY RESPONDS TO OUR VOICES! T* 
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IN A FEW HOURS THOSE SPACE TUGS 
55iS WILL BRING IT HERE! MSI 


LOOKS A BIT LIKE A GIGANTIC TRACTION 
~ T BEAMER! T- 


OUR SHIP WON’T HELP YOU TAKE 
7 THE ARCOS GARRISON - IT'S ¥ 
V -°7 IMPREGNABLE! I 


»-1 THAT'S ALSO WHAT ITS i_ 

COMMANDER THINKS—AND YOU 


ARE BOTH WRONG! 


WE'RE BRINGING SOMETHING TO 
DEAL WITH IT — LOOK AT THE VID- 
-r SCREEN ... T- 










IT IS' WHEN WE FOCUS THAT ON THE 
GROUND BENEATH THE GARRISON IT 
WILL BEHAVE LIKE A PIECE OF IRON 
AND THE BEAMER LIKE A MAGNET) 
WE’LL PULL THE ENTIRE GARRISON 
OUT OF THE PLANET LIKE A ROTTEN^ 
TOOTH' W T 


TAKE THE/A AWAT UNTIL WE NEED 
THEIR SHIP TO HELP DRILL THE V 

l SUPPORTS FOR THE BEAMER! / 

















































27 



































28 



IT'S THE COMMUNICATOR FROM ONE 
OF THE TECHNICIANS OUR TICKET 
-T OUT OF HERE* T-' 


MINUTES LATER THE SHIP S TWO WORK-DROlDS FLOATED UNNOTICED DO WN TO THE MOO N 
AND BEGAN HOMING IN ON STQR ^^M MUN^^^^^^^^ 












STORM RELAYED INSTRUCTIONS THROUGH HIS COMPUT ER AND THE DRQiP S BEC-AN 
SMASHING THROUGH TO THE UNDERGROUND BUNKER.HM^H)n| 


AN HOUR LATER THE SPACERS WERE FREE 
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THERE 5 


A VORGAN FLOATER! 


HE'S SEEN US! JUMP 
FOR THOSE ROCKS! 


THE MOON'S GRAVITY SLOWED THEIR FALL AS STORM ORDERED THE DROIDS TO CRASH THE 
FLOATER — T— H— ——— n—IIIBIB 









31 
















lHEY’Vt KILLED KAPSON 


AND THEY'RE COMING TO 
W FINISH US OFF. SIR!7“ 
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MINUTES LATER THE SHIP’S OWN 
TRACTION BEAM LIFTED THEM! 
SILCNTLY ABOARD. 
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AS THE TUGS LOWERED THE 8EAMER. STORM'S SHIP BROKE FREE OF ITS CLAMPS — 

mJ 
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OILISION WAS UNAVOIDABLE 


GRAVITY DROGUES ON. COMPUTER 
BWl MAINTAIN HOVER! 










WE CAN'T GET FREE, CAPTAIN, AND MORE 
r VORGANS HAVE SEEN US! PUT THE SHIP 
{ INTO WARP DRIVE, COMPUTER! NOW! J 


BUT WE'U BLOW UP IF WE'RE TOUCHING 
^"ANYTHING WHEN THAT STARTS! 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT WE'LL JUST 
DEMATERIALISE PART OF THAT TUG! 


* 
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WHERE ARE WE? 


WE'VE SHOT OUT INTO THE SPACE 
'BBSS BETWEEN GALAXIES! 



AND WE CAN'T MANOEUVRE! VAC 
SUITS ON AND BRING SOME FIRE- 
to POWER AND THERMO-CABLE! | 
■ WE’LL HAVE TO SEVER THE h 
VAPORISER TUBE FROM //, 
. r1 TfiTTmr 













BUT TH£ VORGANS HAD THE-SAME IDEA 


LAZON RIFLES SPAT DEATH AT THE VORGAN GUNNERS 


THEY'RE RIGGING A BLAST CANNON. 
THEY'RE GOING TO BLOW US TO BITS! 


KEEP THEM PINNED DOWN WHILE I FIX 
THE THERMO-CABLE! 


r FIRE BACK 
YOU FOOLS! 




















THAT SHOULD BE ENOUGH! THEY 
r CAN HAVE THE REMAINDER IN ' 


mgMmWSVZ NT! 


mm 


JUST STOP THEM FROM 
FIRING THAT CANNON 
r UNTIL I'VE FINISHED f 
k WRAPPING THIS! A 


WE CAN’T HOLD 
THEM FOR LONG 
















BACK TO THE SHIP! THE T-CABLE 
T BLOWS IN TWO MINUTES! 


IT MAD BETTER WORK. I CAN FEEL . 
THE PULL OF THE PLANET! 




THE EARTH SHIP HAS BROKEN FREE! 
r SHOOT THEM WITH THE BLAST - 
^CANNON BEFORE THEY E5CAPEI 
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BUT THE VORGAN TUG SUDDENLY BLEW APART AS A COLOSSAL EXPLOSION RIPPED THROUGH 
ITS INNARDS. ^ \TfiPV / / 7 'till' 


AGAIN! FIRE AGAIN! DESTROY THE 
OTEBar EARTH VERMIN! *=- 
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! M, 


THEN WE'LL HAVE TO FOLLOW IT 
DOWN AND HOPE THAT ENOUGH 
OF IT SURVIVES BURN UP! IF 
WE DON'T MAKE REPAIRS WE DON'T 
GET HOME! ¥7-7-" 


* 


I 


< V 


THEY FOLLOWED THE FLAMING WRECK 
TO ITS FINAL DEATH CRASH ON THE .;... 




BLACK PLANET— . 


K-- • • • •■» 

: .... • 




>:it' 11 ' 


-A 


' 




OKAY, LAND NEAR THE BIGGEST 
CHUNK Of WRECKAGE! 


’V\ 


f :vj 










$ 








SECTIONS OF WRECKAGE WERE CUT AND RAISED INTO PLACE ON GRAVITY JACKS . SLOWLY 
THE HOLE WAS SEALED. - —A. -• ■MHR 


THEY LOOKED AT A SHATTERED LANDSCAPE LIT BY THEIR FLOODLIGHTS AND THE BURNING 
TUG— ~ ''-| •TVHI> , ll‘ir -I’TIViHITlirilli 


FORGET THEM AND LET'S MAKE 
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IT'S THESE CRYSTALS* THEY SOAK UP 
LIGHT LIKE SPONGES SOAK UP 
WATER — AND IT MAKES THEM 
GROW! 


< 




R 


V. 

/ 


WHAT'S THAT? 






THEN THEY'RE A 
SORT OF LIFE FORM! 


THAT. CAPTAIN. MUST BE WHAT ^ 
HAPPENS WHEN ONE OF THESE CRYSTAL 
SPONGES GETS TO MATURE 5IZE! ^ 
IT EXPLODES INTO HUNDREDS OF TINY 
ONES — THEY SOAK UP THE STARLIGHT. 
GROW AND REPEAT THE PROCESS! T 




v\*J 


THE GEO-ANALYSER COMPUTES THAT 
X THEY GROW TO AROUND 25 cm 
BEFORE THEY EXPLODE! 


7 AND THEY DO IT ^ 
ALL ON THE FAINTEST 
OF STARLIGHT! GIVE 
” THEM FULL SUN 
AND THEY'D MATURE 
—2 IN AN HOUR! 


Wk 


7i 


r.. 7%*-. 


'ti'illt/J i*. 


Itn.u.iJIiillH j 




w 


natmi 1 








AS THEY LEFT THE PLANET AND WARPED BACK TOWARDS ARCOS, STORM EXPLAINED HIS PLAN 


* START COLLECTING! I WANT A HOLD FULL OF I 
THESE * ENERGY SPONGES ' BEFORE ! LEAVE THIS 
PLANET! THEY'LL BE HARMLESS IF WE KEEP THEM 
IN TOTAL DARKNESS. 


IF WE CAN CRASH THIS LOAD ON 
THE MOON, THE SPONGES 
SHOULD RIP IT APART IN HOURS. 


AS THEY CAME IN VID RANGE 


■ THEY'VE GOT THE BEAMER WORKING. BUT . 
IT'LL T AKE A LONG TIME FOR II IO DO IIS JOB 



































I THERE'S AN EARTH MINING SHIP 1 
COMING IN FAST! A FUTILE SUICIDE 
> ^T ATTEMPT! I'LL OBLIGE THEM! V 


AT THE EXTREME RANGE 
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MEANWHILE, THE C APSULE HAP REACHED ITS DESTINATION 

THE GARRISON'S STILL IN ONE PIECE! 

L ^\^I'M GOING TO LAND WELL CLEAR OF THE 

V -C-TS. ^S^TBEAM — SO HANG ON! TTT7 


NtaNNA 1 







THEY GOT OUT TO FIND THEMSELVES SURROUNDED BY VQRGAN SOLDIERS 


IT’S NO USE FIGHTING — THEY’VE 
GOT US COLD! T\T -TH 


















SEE HOW THE GROUND 
IS CRACKING! SEE HOW 

r THE MOUNTAINS 
TREMBLE AND FAIL! J 






YES! ANO LOOK HOW THE MOON 
Jr IS FLASHING WITH STRANGE TX 
apWBT LIGHTS. VORGAN! W7j 


WHAT IS HAPPENING 
-T UP THERE? >-i 
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BEFORE THE VORGANS HAD RECOVERED, STORM DIVED FOR A RIFLE 


l GET UP, 
YOU TWO! 



















THE EARTHMEN ARE TRAPPED! 
EVERYONE FIRE ON MY ORDER! 
WE Will TURN THEM TO ASHES! 


rftiiiiynaa 


yen//, 


WHAT THE . . . THE 
CAVALRY'S HERE! 


THEY'RE HOMER MISSIIE5 





















SH BETWEEN FR 































EVEN AS THEY WATC HED THE STRESSES SET UP BY THE MULTIPLYING CRYSTALS CAUSED 
moon TO split. 


WITHIN A FEW UNITS. THE CRYSTALS HAD BURNED 
THEMSELVES OUT. LEAVING THE GALAXY FREE FROM THREAT 


FOR A SHORT TIME 


Printed ond Published in Great Britain by D.C. THOMSON & CO.. LTD.. 
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GUIDE TO THE SPACEMEN 1 


The pilot of the first manned flight into space on 12th April 1961 was Russian 
Air Force Lieutenant. YURI ALEXEYEVICH GAGARIN. 27. Gagarin was born 
on March 9. 1934 in Khushino Smolensk and joined the first cosmonaut 
detachment in 1960. His flight on Vostok 1 took 1 hr.. 48 min. An air crash 

claimed his life on March 27, 1968. 










